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 2009 Women Build Project Underway 
    .             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Fall Construction Schedule 
 

   House #131,  3917 Gretna Avenue 
      Framing Aug 18-19; Dedication Oct 17 
      Sponsor:  Energy Star/AEP 
      Partner Family:  Shameka Arrington 
 
   House #132,  583 Courtney Dr, New Haven 
      Framing Sept 1-2; Dedication Oct 24 
      Sponsor:  “Women Build” 
      Partner Family:  LaQueisha Brown 
 
   House #133,  5314 S. Harrison Street 
      Framing September 15-16, Dedication Oct 31 
      Sponsor:  “Apostle Build” 
      Partner Family:   Teresa Niemeyer 
 
    House #134, 1235 Pettit Avenue 
       Framing Oct 6-7; Dedication Nov. 21 
       Co-Sponsor:  Wells Fargo 
       Partner Family:  Zarkiya Manning 
 
    House #135, tba 
        Framing Oct 20-21; Dedication December 12 
        Sponsor:  Methodist Build 

 

Hike for Habitat…Fun at Fox Island 
 

    Join our Habitat Youth United Committee and 
Hike for Habitat at Fox Island County Park, Oct.10th 
between 1-4pm. Cost is $15 for early registration 
(includes the park entry fee, food and a free T-shirt), 
or $25 day of the event. Ask family and friends to 
sponsor you as a Habitat Hiker. Those raising $50 or 
more to help Habitat build a house, will get the reg-
istration fee refunded. Register before October 1st to 
obtain your packet, start gathering sponsors, and be 
guaranteed a T-shirt. Call the HFH office or e-mail 
ckeplar@fortwaynehabitat.org for more info. 

 

    Cool sunny weather provided ideal working conditions as women began construction September 1 on a new 
home for LaQuishia Brown, a single mother with two children.  Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity’s 2009 
Women Build project is located at 583 Courtney Drive, New Haven.  120 women volunteers are signed up to 
work on the project, including radio host Melissa Montana from Star 88.3. An open house and dedication are 
planned for October 24. 
    Money for this project came from many sources, including fundraisers like the recent “Girls Coffee Break” 
at Firefly Coffee House, as well as the “Give 50 to Raise 50” project, where women in the community were 
asked to give a donation of $50 or more to help reach the goal of $50,000. 
    Women Build projects are regularly held by Habitat affiliates across the U.S. and by Habitat organizations 
around the world. Women at these builds have furthered Habitat’s home-building mission by helping to       
construct more than 1,500 houses. 

ReStore Moves; Huge Success 
 

Check page 5 of this newslet-
ter for pictures and informa-
tion about the new and        
expanded Habitat ReStore at 

3837 North Wells Street.  And tell your friends! 
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.“This is All Mine” 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Talking to Cecilia Thomas, one gets a very clear 
sense that this is a woman of great faith. Cecilia and 
her three girls were the recipients of the first Habitat 
for Humanity home that was built here in Fort Wayne 
in 1987. Now, as of July 20, 2009, Cecilia has paid 
for the home located at 3043 Lafayette Street, and 
it’s all hers! 
    In 1987, Cecilia’s three girls were young, and she 
never thought that she could own a home of her own, 
until she found out about Habitat for Humanity.    
Cecilia said, “I never dreamed of having a house of 
my own until I met this program…and to see the 
house go up, bit by bit, and then have them present 
me with the key…it was exciting!” 
    Over the years, there were some bumps in the road 
like job layoffs, but Cecilia never lost her faith. She 
said she would worry about paying off her mortgage, 
but she always kept in touch with the Habitat office, 
telling them when she had problems, and they would 
work with her on her payments. She said she also had 
faith. “You’ve got to have that faith. You’ve got to 
hold on to it no matter what,” says Cecilia. “I was 
determined. My goal was to have my house paid off, 
and I made it.”  Cecilia’s three daughters, now 
grown, are also very pleased. Cecilia said the girls 
say, “We are so proud of you. Now we’re grown, and 
you’ve got the house paid off, and you can relax 
now.” 
    Cecilia says she feels pride every day, standing 
outside waiting for her ride to her job at Kingston 
Care Center. She said, “I just stand in the yard, and I 
look at this…and I say, ‘This is all mine—thank you, 
Lord Jesus.’ ” 
    Clearly Cecilia’s faith in God and Habitat’s faith 
in her have paid off in a big way. As Cecilia puts it, 
“You take one step and the man upstairs takes the 
next two.” 

                              -  Written by Jill Case 

 

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 
 

Executive Director…..Carol Keplar                               
Development Coordinator…..Laurie Brumbaugh 

Family Services Coordinator…..Nea Laster 
Volunteer Coordinator...Kory Stucky 

Receptionists…..Debra Campbell, Rebecca Charles 
 
 

Office:       629 E. Washington Blvd. 
               Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

                     Phone:       (260) 420-9919 
                     Fax:            (260) 424-9272 
                     Website:    www.fortwaynehabitat.org  
  

Habitat ReStore 
New Location:  3837 N. Wells St. 

New Phone:  260-470-4200   Fax  260-470-4211 
Staff:  Pam Lochner, Coordinator 

Tom Dunn, Asst Mgr; Nathan Ainslie, 
Beth McCoy, Dewey Satterfield, John Weber  

 
2009 Board of Directors 

 
President….. Allen Glassburn 
Vice President…. Dan Rickert 

Secretary…...Jane Scott 
Treasurer….. James Swift 

Bill Burton, Nyein Chan, Jackie Detterich  
Frances Ganaway, Andy Minnich, Larry Pensinger  

Veronique Poudrier, Ann Simmerman  
John Verduce, Lynn Weaver, Laurel Woebbeking                            

   Leadership FW intern:  Nyein Chan 
Director Emeritus:  Dick Florea 

 
      A non-profit, ecumenical Christian housing organization, 
Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in 
need to build affordable housing. The houses are sold to those 
in need at no profit and with no interest charged.  Payments 
are recycled into additional housing. 

Newsletter Editor:  Dick Florea 

“Thrivent Builds” House Dedicated 

    The new home for Alexia Tillman was dedicated 
August 29 at 3813 E. Maple Grove.  It was one of 
311 sponsored this year by Thrivent Financial.    
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Realtors Support Habitat 
 

    The Fort Wayne Area Association of Realtors 
will hold its 2nd annual Chili Cook-
off Habitat for Humanity fundraiser 
September 25 from 5:30pm to 11pm. 
This year’s event will be held at 
Soups, Salads and Spirits, 1915 

South Calhoun. Tickets are $10 at the door, or 2 for 
$15 in advance (Frank Yanko, 414-5799).   
 

First Presbyterian Dinner & Theater 
 

    A Harvest Home dinner will be served at First 
Presbyterian Church, 300 West Wayne, Saturday, 
November 14. The 5:45pm meal in McKay Hall 
will include live music, and will be followed at 
8pm by the comedy “A Walk in the Woods” in the 
First Presbyterian Theater.  The combined price for 
the evening is $35. All proceeds go to local Habitat 
homebuilding. Reservations available after Oct. 1. 
 

Holiday Homes for Habitat 
 

    This fundraising event will be held again this 
year, opening Thanksgiving Eve, November 25, at 
Grand Wayne Center.  Volunteers will be needed to 
staff the exhibit.  Contact Kory at the HFH office.  
 

New Faces at HFH 
 

    Sue Hatch is working through the National Able 
Network. She is a long time Fort Wayne resident 
working part time as a receptionist in our office. 
    Dewey Satterfield is working at the ReStore 
both as a cashier and driver. He previously worked 
2 years at the ReStore in Bowling Green, KY.   
    And Jim Howard works part time at the ReStore 
through National Able Network. 
 

Family Advocates 
 

    Wendy Henricks and Carolyn Juergens have 
completed training and are serving as advocates for 
new partner families. 
 

Special Donations Received 
 

In Memory of Kurt Sauer 
 Charles Sauer 
 

In Honor of Jason Polubinsky’s Birthday 
 Cliff Polubinsky 

 

Glenbrook Fountain House 
  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The new home for Andrea Bratton and her son, 
D’borian, has a small front porch fountain to serve as 
a constant reminder that the house on Ventura Lane 
was made possible by all the coins shoppers have 
tossed in the Glenbrook Square fountain.   
    Representing the mall at the August 8 dedication 
were Sarah Payne and Sammie Shoudel (at left in the 
above picture).  Sarah commented “Every day we all 
come to work and watch those coins get tossed into 
the fountain with the hope that a wish will come true. 
I can truly say seeing all the coins add up to this new 
house for someone in need is a great realization of 
those wishes!  It feels great to make a difference in 
the community.   
 

Energy Star Home Built 
 

    With support from Indiana 
Michigan Power, a new “Energy 
Star” rated home is being completed 
for Shameka Arrington and her son.  

The energy-efficient home at 3917 Gretna Avenue is 
to be dedicated October 17 at 10am. 
 

Do-It-Best Corp. Golf Classic 
 

    Do-It-Best and Team        
Marketing’s Golf Classic raised 
over $35,000 to support Habitat 
homebuilding. The event was 
held August 8 at Cherry Hill 
Golf Club. 

 

       Annual Habitat Golf Scramble  
  

    28 teams of golfers will tee off September 9 in 
Habitat’s annual Golf Scramble at Autumn Ridge 
Golf Club. Major sponsors are AEP, the Fort Wayne 
Association of Realtors, and Burton Legal Nurse 
Consulting LLC. 



�

 4 

        
                                                                   Fall 2009 
 

    Who could have known 21 years 
ago, when Fort Wayne Habitat for  
Humanity was founded, that midway 
through this year, 2009, we would be 
beginning to build house number 
132? Only God knew! 
    Or who could have imagined what 
challenges our organization would 

face in 2009? Who foresaw that we would be in the 
middle of a recession, but yet have funding available 
from sponsors and churches, for a total build for 
2009 in Allen County of twelve houses? Only God, 
that’s who! 
    What about those Habitat aluminum can boxes 
around town where people donate their cans and our 
dedicated volunteers collect them weekly…who 
would have imagined those cans would ever fund   
another house this year? Only God knew that, too. 
    And who could have known that in the middle of 
this recession, Fort Wayne Habitat would take the 
chance on relocating its Habitat ReStore to a facility 
that was nearly three times larger than the old store? 
And who would have suspected that sales would in-
crease over double what they were from the old    
location? Of course, Only God, that’s who! 
    As we wrap up the summer, and head into the fall 
season, I want to encourage you to remember all 
those things that seem like a coincidence, or maybe 
just good luck, are true blessings from God Himself. 
Here at Fort Wayne Habitat we have been blessed in 
so many ways; more than we will ever know.  I want 
to thank all of you for your valued prayers, your          
encouragement and your financial support. Because 
of this faithfulness, we will continue to fulfill our       
mission, to “Build simple, decent affordable homes 
in partnership with those in need of adequate shelter, 
dedicated to eliminating substandard housing     
worldwide.” And hopefully it will not be only God 
who sees it coming.  
    Thanks for building the future with us, 
 

�����������	���  
    Executive Director 
    Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 

    From the Director's Desk ... 

 

 

  Aluminum Can Collection  
 

      May   6,223 pounds  
  June   7,136 pounds 
  July   7,228 pounds 
 

New Partner Families 
 

    James Shwe was thrilled 
when handed the letter notifying 
him of his partnership approval. 
Also recently approved was the 
family of Maung Lay and Sha 
Wah.  They now begin the  
process of classes and sweat  

equity leading to home ownership. 
 

The American Dream 
 

    The “American Dream” is to own a home of your 
own. To some, it is only a dream. Fort Wayne  
Habitat is looking for some qualified candidates to 
help make the American dream come true. Are you 
living in overcrowded or poor conditions, or is your 
rent more than 30% of your monthly income? Are 
you willing to partner with Habitat, to become     
involved in Habitat projects and to attend classes or 
other activities with our Habitat staff? Is your       
income between the following ranges? 
 

Family Size      Gross Annual Family Income 
           1                    $13,300—$16,100       
                         2       $15,200—$29,900   
                         3       $17,100—$33,670  
            4       $19,000—$37,380   
            5       $20,500—$40,370 
 

    If your answer to these questions is YES, then 
call our office, 422-4828, to find out how the 
American dream can come true for you.  If you 
know someone else that can answer yes to these 
questions, please have them call our office. We love 
to make dreams come true! 
      

National News 
 

    The annual Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work 
Project is scheduled November 15-20 in Southeast 
Asia.  Volunteers will build 82 Habitat houses in 
Thailand, 20 in Cambodia, and 20 in Vietnam. 
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Letter of Appreciation 
  

    I would like to thank everyone that helped with the 
ReStore relocation.  It was inspiring to be part of 
such a group effort.  Thank you to all of the Board 
members, ReStore committee, Relocation committee, 
FWHFH staff, Construction staff, partner families, 
volunteers, and especially the handful of regular   
ReStore volunteers and the ReStore staff, who always 
give 110%. 
    This vision began with the ReStore committee.  
They knew we could do more to help FWHFH and 
the Fort Wayne Community.  Due to the generous 
donations and involvement of AEP Foundation, I&M, 
and Do-it Best Corp., this vision has turned into a 
huge success.  The combined efforts of everyone    
involved have made the new ReStore more than we 
could hope for. July donations totaled $32,000.00 
and diverted 20.8 tons of products from local      
landfills. 

   Thanks for shopping at the ReStore, or just coming 
by to see what we are about.  

    Pam Lochner 
    ReStore Coordinator 

ReStore Welcomes Donations 
 

    The ReStore accepts lumber, hardware, cabinets, 
flooring, tile, plumbing, electrical, lighting, tools and 
garden equipment donated from building supply 
stores, contractors, demolition crews, and from indi-
viduals who wish to show their support for Habitat.                  
    Acceptable donations include: 
· Appliances that are less than five years old with 

all knobs. 
· Cabinetry in good condition with intact doors and 

drawers. 
· Residential doors. 
· New flooring – hardwood or parquet, ceramic 

tile, vinyl tile and carpet 
· Hardware, including hinges, nails, screws,   

hangers, etc 
· Lighting in good to excellent condition in    

working order 
· Lumber and sheetrock in useable sizes without 

nails in or concrete on wood 
· Latex paint only in full, new, unopened and    

non-rusted cans. 
· Plumbing including toilets, faucets, showers, 

sinks, miscellaneous plumbing hardware fittings 
and pipes 

· Double-pane windows that are framed without 
cracks, rot or foggy glass. 

Habitat ReStore Opens at New Location on Wells Stre et 
 

    Mayor Tom Henry was on hand for the July 20 official opening of the re-located Habitat ReStore at 3837 
North Wells Street.  The expanded and well-organized showroom area allows customers to browse thousands 
of recycled items ranging from building materials to lighting and plumbing fixtures to flooring and hardware 
tools and supplies.  ReStore hours are Tuesday-Saturday 9am-4pm; Wednesday 9am-6pm.  
    The expansion was made possible by a $150,000 grant from the AEP Foundation through Indiana Michigan 
Power and the store layout and design expertise of Do-It-Best Corp. 
    Public response has been tremendous with sales more than doubled from the prior location on Wallace 
Street.  Proceeds support additional Habitat home construction. 
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629 East Washington Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
 

www.fortwaynehabitat.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 
 

Washington & Hanna Streets 
Phone  420-9919 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday  8am to 5pm 

Friday  8am to 3pm 
 

 

 
 
 
 

3837 N. Wells Street  -   Phone 470-4200  
Open Tuesday through Saturday  9am-4pm 

Wednesday until 6pm; Closed Sunday & Monday 

Yes, I would like to support Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity!        Please mail to:  629 E Washington Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN  46802 
 
 
Name _____________________________________________________  Address ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
City _________________________________ Zip __________________  Phone ____________________________________________________ 

  
� Check Enclosed  $_____________   � Visa & MasterCard accepted   Card number ________________________ Exp. Date______________ 

�  Bill Me 
 
Please advise us if matching funds are available from your employer. 
 
Privacy Policy:  Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity only uses this information to communicate with its donors.  
                         It is never released to other organizations, companies, or individuals. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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