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THE  
BUILDER  

 Churches Join in Habitat Construction 
 

    Since its inception Habitat for Humanity has been 
grounded in faith.  The churches of Fort Wayne are 
responding this year with increased participation in 
the Apostle Build plan of multiple congregations 
coming together on a single house. The first such 
effort is well underway at 3811 Gretna Avenue by 
members of seven Catholic parishes: St Jude, The 
Cathedral, Our Lady of Good Hope, Queen of      
Angels, St. Charles, St John the Baptist, and St Vin-
cent. The home will be dedicated June 27 at 10am.  
    This fall United Methodist churches will continue 
their annual Habitat involvement by co-sponsoring a 
home, and another Apostle Build already has seven 
churches on board with openings for several more. 
Commitments for the fall project have been received 
from Anchor Community, Brookside, First Assembly 
of God, First Presbyterian, Grace Presbyterian,    
Calvary Third Presbyterian, and Saint Joseph United 
Methodist.    
    Participating “Building on Faith” churches raise 
the funds, provide the volunteer labor, and support 
the project with prayer. Speakers are available if 
your church would like to join us.  Call the Habitat 
office at 420-9919.   
 

 

Early Summer Construction  
 

   Build #127, 3811 Gretna Avenue 
      Framing May 12-13; Dedication June 27                                                                          
      Catholic Churches Apostles Build 
      Partner Family:  John Nbadaneza  
    
   Build #128,  1410 Ventura Lane 
      Framing June 16-17; Dedication August 8 
      Funded by Glenbrook Square Fountain 
      Partner Family:  Andrea Bratton 
 

   Build #129,  3813 E. Maple Grove 
      Framing July 7-8; Dedication August 29 
      Sponsor:  Thrivent Financial 
      Partner Family:  Alexia Tillman 

      A late-afternoon photo on May 12, the first day of framing 
House #127 on Gretna Avenue. The “ Apostle Build” is a joint 
effort by seven local Catholic parishes. 

  
   Habitat ReStore Plans to Move 

   
    The ReStore will move from its current facility to 
a new location at 3837 North Wells. Most people 
will recognize this as the Tupperware warehouse. 

The move will add about  
10,000 square feet of floor 
space and will allow       
display of inventory in a 
bright, open and inviting 
manner.  The location on 
Wells Street and the added 

parking will  provide customers easy access to the 
great ReStore materials and service.  
    The move is made possible through a grant from 
the AEP Foundation, which is funded in part by 
AEP’s operating company, Indiana Michigan Power. 
The grant also allows replacement of a fork lift and 
truck. The relocation will be completed by Two Men 
and a Truck, which is donating a portion of the  
moving expense back to Habitat for Humanity.   
    Following renovation the actual move will take 
place toward the end of June with a grand opening 
celebration in mid-July.  Watch for updates on the 
sign in front of the Wells Street building, on the 
Habitat website, and through local media outlets.   
    ReStore profits support Habitat homebuilding. 
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    Generous supporters of Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity gathered March 6 at Ceruti’s Diamond Room and 
raised more than $62,000 for homebuilding.  Major sponsors for the festive dinner-auction were Do-It-Best, 
DeHayes Insurance, and Vera Bradley, along with NIPSCO and Indiana Michigan Power.  Personable Tim 
Kruse of Kruse International was the event auctioneer.  Attendees also enjoyed an expanded offering of        

 

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 
 

Executive Director…..Carol Keplar                               
Development Coordinator…..Laurie Brumbaugh 

Family Services Coordinator…..Nea Laster 
Volunteer Coordinator...Kory Stucky 

Receptionists…..Debra Campbell, Rebecca Charles 
 
 

Office:       629 E. Washington Blvd. 
               Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

                     Phone:       (260) 420-9919 
                     Fax:            (260) 424-9272 
                     Website:    www.fortwaynehabitat.org  
  

Habitat ReStore 
Location:  1111 East Wallace St. 

Phone:  458-8159 
Staff:  Pam Lochner, Coordinator 

Tom Dunn, Assistant Manager 
 Nathan Ainslie, John Weber, Beth McCoy  

 
2009 Board of Directors 

 
President….. Allen Glassburn 
Vice President…. Dan Rickert 

Secretary…...Jane Scott 
Treasurer….. James Swift 

Bill Burton, Frances Ganaway, Andy Minnich,  
Larry Pensinger, Veronique Poudrier, Rev. Jack Scott 

Ann Simmerman, Judy Thomas  
John Verduce, Lynn Weaver, Laurel Woebbeking            

Director Emeri tus:  Dick Florea 

      A non-profit, ecumenical Christian housing organization, 
Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in 
need to build affordable housing. The houses are sold to those 
in need at no profit and with no interest charged.  Payments 
are recycled into additional housing. 

Newsletter Editor:  Dick Florea 

donated goods and services in a silent auction. 
The program included presentation of 
a plaque signifying “emeritus status” 
to Dick Florea, who retired after 21 
years as a board member, including 
nine years as president.  The          
presentation was made by Jane Scott. 

 
 

"Thrivent Builds" to Start July 7 
 

    The national project between Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity returns to 
Fort Wayne this summer with construction set to 
start July 7.  
    Ron Caron, Thrivent Builds Chapter Specialist for 
the West Allen County Chapter of Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans, is the local coordinator.      
   In 2009 Thrivent will build an additional 311 
houses, nine of which will be in Indiana. 
 

Property Donations 
 

    William Seitz has donated vacant building lots for 
future Habitat construction on Gretna Avenue and 
Lawrence Smith has donated a property on Courtney 
Drive in New Haven.  The sites were added to our 
inventory for future construction of Habitat homes.  
 

New Family Advocates 
 

    Dean Oatman, Chandra Dial, Rashonda Gilbreath, 
and Shannon Miller have completed training and are 
serving as advocates for new partner families. 
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Board Changes 
 

    Rev. Jack Scott, pastor of Covenant        
United Methodist Church, has joined 
the Board of  Directors of Fort Wayne 
Habitat for Humanity. 

    Carmen Files, a board member since 2007,     
resigned with a move from the city. 

 

 

Special Donations Received 
 

In Memory of Michael Donie 
  Al and Bonnie Gore 
  James Martin 
  Jim and Sharon Norris 
 
In Memory of Ernest Krause 
  Warren and Ardis Hendryx 
  Kenneth and Elizabeth Krause 
  Marilyn Rickman 
  Jack and Peggy Seigel 

 
In Memory of Rev Gerald P. Kreh  
  Thomas and Constance Meyers 
  Larry and Susanne Rowe 
  Mark and Elizabeth Peifer 

 
In Memory of Kurt Sauer 
  Oliver and Kathleen Hackett 
  Richard Sauer 
    
In Memory of Jay L. Shuster 
  Thomas and Mary Picking 

 
In Memory of Samuel L. Turner, Jr. 
  Charlene Holly 
 
In Honor of T.J. Dudley 
  Barbara Blauvelt 
  Daniel and Pamela Leffers 
  Arthur and Julie Renninger 
  Mark and Elizabeth Sanders 

 
 

    Briefs 
· The Texas Roadhouse donated 10% of sales    

receipts in a Benefit Night May 14 for Habitat 
Women Build. 

· Watch for the Habitat float in the July 11 Three 
Rivers Festival parade.  

·  The annual Habitat Golf Scramble is set for 
September 9 at the Autumn Ridge course. 

  Giving Back 
 

    Jeri Stevenson moved into her Habitat home at the 
end of July 2007. Since then, she has not only been 
enjoying her new home, but she has also become  
involved with Habitat as a volunteer. 

    Jeri says that she found out about 
Habitat for Humanity from a friend who 
had gone to an enrollment meeting.     
According to Jeri, everything from     
having input in decisions about flooring, 
paint, etc. to “lifting up that first wall,” 
was a “rewarding experience.”  

    In March of this year, Jeri began volunteering on 
the Family Selection Committee. This committee 
conducts the selection process for families who are 
willing to partner with Fort Wayne Habitat in     
building and purchasing a home. Part of that process 
includes a home visit. Recently, Jeri went on her first 
home visit, shadowing other committee members as 
she learns how these visits are conducted. She says 
she is enjoying the process, which involves           
reviewing applications, determining financial         
eligibility, answering families’ questions, and more. 
    According to Jeri, the committee is a good fit for 
her busy life as a mom because it meets once a 
month, and that schedule allows her to be involved in 
an important way with Habitat. Jeri said, “I wanted 
to give back…to do something that was close to me. 
So much was given to me, I wanted to give back.” 
     Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity is proud of 
people like Jeri—people who go through the buying 
and building process, become successful home    
owners, and then come full circle to serve as valued 
Habitat volunteers. 

This group of students from Northbrook, Illinois, spent 
four days of their Spring Break helping build a Habitat 
home in Fort Wayne.  And they donated $750!  The 
house for the Tha Wai family was dedicated May 30.   
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                                                                Summer 2009 
 

    ���If you are like me, you do your best to follow 
God’s direction. Sometimes we have to climb tall 
mountains or maybe even go through deep valleys to 
get to where God is leading us. Letting Him direct our 
path is exciting! My coming to work at Habitat was 
all God’s leading, and I praise Him for it.  

    Through my role at Habitat, I strive 
to use my God-given talents to show 
others the love of Jesus. Day after day 
I work on the regular off ice tasks - the 
e-mails, the phone calls, the paper 
work… you know the list. But my 
greatest joys come from the families 
we help. One new homeowner looked 

directly at me and with tears in her eyes said, “I want 
to give you a hug and thank you for all you done to 
make my new home possible!”  Another, a refugee 
from Burma, told me I was like her American mom.  
    Our recent Habitat mission trip to El Salvador 
helped me see Fort Wayne Habitat’s tithe money at 
work. I was so humbled when I saw the people and 
how thankful they were for what little they had and 
their excitement at receiving a new home, no matter 
how humble it might be. It is these times that I thank 
God for putting me here and using me at Habitat. The 
hugs and appreciation I receive from the families we 
serve never fail to warm my heart and moisten my 
eyes.  
    Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity has built 126 
homes in Fort Wayne and an additional 73 homes in 
other countries with the money we have tithed to 
Habitat International. One way for Fort Wayne     
Habitat to continue to help eliminate sub-standard 
housing in the world is by your getting involved in 
our mission with us. Please consider volunteering 
your time or giving your financial support.   
     If you are climbing a tall mountain or going 
through a deep valley, maybe God is pointing you in a 
new direction of service.  Won’t you join us and    
collect a few hugs and appreciation of your own? 
    Many Blessings, 
 

    ��������	���  
    Executive Director 
    Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 

    From the Director's Desk ... 

 

 

  Aluminum Can Collection  
 

     February            6,142 pounds 
     March            6,427 pounds 
     April            6,652 pounds 

 
    Within local schools the “Kids Can” program was 
another big success. Washington Elementary was 
the winning school with a total of 2.2 pounds        
collected per enrolled student. Second place went to 
St. Charles Elementary, and Hickory Center        
Elementary was third.  
    Habitat thanks students and parents in all 18    
participating schools.  
  

   Volunteers Needed 
 

    Do you feel your life is missing something? Are 
you bored with life and need to feel a sense of use-
fulness?  We have the answer for you! Get involved 
with Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity. We have the 
following openings and need your help filling them 
with as much or as little of your time as you will 
give us: 
 

    Partner Family Advocate – Mentor our new  
families through the process of obtaining their new 
Habitat home. 
 

    Truck Drivers – Drive or ride along in Habitat 
vehicles picking up donations for the ReStore or 
aluminum cans on our can routes. 
 

    Retail workers – Help out in our Habitat ReStore. 
 

    Family Selection Committee – Serve on our  
Family Selection Committee to help select families 
to be approved for a Habitat home. 
 

    Family Support Committee – Serve on our Family 
Support Committee helping families with their    
required classes and support after they have received 
their Habitat home. 
 

    Gifts-In-Kind – Help us contact different mer-
chants (we will supply merchant names), to obtain 
free merchandise to use in our Habitat homes or for 
merchandise for the ReStore.   
 

    For more information, please call our off ice,    
422-4828 or e-mail ckeplar@fortwaynehabitat.org. 
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    A group of 27 Fort Wayne area volunteers went to El Salvador March 14-22 to fulfill the Habitat mission of 
building simple, affordable houses for people in need.   
    The group was divided into three teams working on different homes in the Santa Anna, El Salvador, area. 
The homes are approximately 450 square feet, which includes two bedrooms, living and dining areas, and an 
outdoor latrine. The houses are made of concrete blocks reinforced with steel to protect against the earth-
quakes that occur in the area. The houses were all at the starting phase of construction, so the teams partici-
pated in digging foundations by hand and progressed into laying concrete bricks.  However, the teams also 
carried bricks, manually mixed cement, moved and sifted dirt, etc.  The teams worked with the beneficiary 
families and with an on-site mason who demonstrated how the work was done.  
    When the week was over and it was time to say the “good-byes,”an elderly gentleman at one work site 
asked, “When are you coming back?” The reply was, “I am not sure.” Then the gentleman said, “Well, then 
we will meet again in Heaven!”  

Youth United 
 

    Want to get involved with kids from other area 
schools in an exciting new program? Want to make a 
difference in Fort Wayne?�Youth United is the     
premier youth program of Habitat for Humanity. 
Youth United seeks to involve young men and 
women in the fight to eliminate poverty housing in 
Fort Wayne and around the world. 
    Youth United is a youth-led committee that brings 
together youth, including Habitat homeowner youth, 
from throughout our community to sponsor and build 
a Habitat home. They learn leadership and teamwork 
skills, and gain a better understanding of their     
community and poverty housing, all the while    
making a difference in our community. All students 
are engaged in fund raising, education and advocacy 
activities, while those 16 and over help with the    
actual house construction. 
    Our first scheduled event will be working on the 
job site in mid June. 
    If you or someone you know would like to get in-
volve with Youth United, please contact our office at 
422-4828, or email ckeplar@fortwaynehabitat.org. 

National News 
 

    Habitat for Humanity                
International recently announced a 
$100-million commitment from J. 
Ronald Terwilliger, retired CEO of 
Trammell Crow Residential and  
currently chair of the HFHI board of 
directors.  The legacy gift is the 
largest donation from an individual 
in Habitat’s history.  It is estimated that this single 
donation will help 60,000 families with access to  
improved housing conditions. 
 

Habitat Newsletters 
 

    After reading, please pass along this newsletter to 
any friends that might be interested in our work.  
And if you no longer wish to receive this quarterly 
mailing, please advise us by phone or e-mail.  
     If you would like to receive our HFH newsletter 
by e-mail instead of in your mailbox, it would help 
us cut printing and mailing costs. Please notify us by          
e-mail at ckeplar@fortwaynehabitat.org  
 



�

 6 

629 East Washington Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
 

www.fortwaynehabitat.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity 
Corner of Washington & Hanna Streets 

Phone  420-9919 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday  8am to 5pm 

Friday  8am to 3pm 

 

1111 E. Wallace St. 
Phone 458-8159 

 

Open   
   Tues-Sat   9am-4pm   
   Wed open until 6pm 

 

Yes, I would like to support Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity!        Please mail to:  629 E Washington Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN  46802 
 
 
Name _____________________________________________________  Address ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
City _________________________________ Zip __________________  Phone ____________________________________________________ 

  
� Check Encl osed  $_____________   � Visa & MasterCard accepted   Card number ________________________ Exp. D ate______________ 

�  Bill Me 
 
Please advise us  if matching funds are available from your employer. 
 
Privacy Policy:  Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity only uses this information to communicate with its donors.  
                         It is never released to other organizations, companies, or individuals. 

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Fort Wayne, IN 

Permit 1303 

       
       
      


