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Keplar Named Executive Director

Carol Keplar is the new executive director oftF
Wayne Habitat for Humanity. Her appointment by
the board of directors was effective November 18.

September retirement of Don Cross,
Keplar had served as Acting Executive
v Director.

. Carol has a degree in business ad-
ministration from Indiana Wesleyan University and
a varied career in mortgage and banking, having
worked for Summit Bank/NBD, Waterfield Mort-
gage and Tower Bank. She has also been actively
involved in volunteering to help others with thertFo
Wayne Rescue Mission, Community Harvest Food

Holiday Homes for Habitat Debuts

She joined the organization June 16 as
Family Services Coordinator. Since the

December 2008
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Fort Wayne’s newest Holiday Fest event benefits
Habitat for Humanity! Holiday Homes for Habitat is
a display of over 200 intricately detailed Depantne
56 ceramic holiday scene houses, showcased in the
main concourse of Grand Wayne Center.

The free event drew a large crowd on opening
night, November 26, and will continue until
December 23. Viewing hours are Monday-Thursday,
3-8pm, and Friday-Sunday, Noon-5pm. The display
is not open weekend evenings due to events at Grand
Wayne Center.

Individuals and families can sponsor a house fo
$25, with proceeds going to build real Habitat fesus
for local families in need. Parkview Health is the
primary sponsor, along with the Convention and
Visitors Bureau, the Downtown Improve ment
District, Grand Wayne Convention Center, and

Bank, the annual Homeward Bound Homeless WalkAnne’s Hallmark Shops.

Girl Scouts, local public and private schools and

Holiday Homes for Habitat joins other downtown

Emmanuel Community Church. She has travelled orholiday attractions including the Festival of Trees

mission trips to locations such as Honduras, and
next March to El Salvador.

Caroland her husband Jeff live in a log hohasyt
built near Ossian and enjoy traveling to visit thei
children. Together they teach discipleship and life
skills classes, sing in the choir, and provide lay
counseling to others, as well as join in ministry t
gether when God provides the opportunities.

Editor's Note: See Carol’s personal messageage 4
of this newsletter.

the Gingerbread Festival, and the lighted W&D
Santa Claus.

Remaining 2008 Construction Schedule

House #124, 3829 Gretna Avenue
Framing Oct 14-15; Dedication December 13
Co-Sponsor: Wells Fargo Bank
Partner Family: Ho Chi Min

Foreclosure Rehab, 2711 Drexel Avenue
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2008 Board of Directors
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Carmen Files, Frances Ganaway, Rudy Koch,
Andy Minnich, Veronique Poudrier,
Dan Rickert, Jane Scott, John Verduce
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A non-profit, ecumenical Christian housing organizen,
Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with pedp in
need to build affordable housing. The houses arédsto those
in need at no profit and with no interest charge®.ayments

are recycled into additional housing.
Newsletter Editor: Dick Florea

New Partner Families

Another seven families have been accepted for
partnership and have started working through the
process of sweat equity, classes and dedications
toward their goal of home ownership. They include
Saw Banardo & Naw Lu Lu, Andrea Bratton, Tha
Wali, Angelia Patterson, Consuela Howard,
LaQueisha Brown, and Alexia Tillman.

Congratulations and good luck getting your new
home!

October Office Break-in

It is disappointing to report the
Habitat office was broken into
October 14, with the loss of two
computers, a digital camera, and
damage to a plate glass window,
door jams, and a filing cabinet.
Most of the loss was covered by
insurance. No cash is kept overnight in the office,
although a small amount of candy and pop money
was taken.

Increased security lighting has been ordered aa
study made of other preventive steps.

Helping Habitat

Two interns are assisting Habitat through tleaa
WorkOne Center. Rebecca Charles, an IPFW
student, is working in the main office, and SoutheS
High School student Jordan Williams is working at
the ReStore. In addition, a Community Service
volunteer is assisting the ReStore staff.



Special Contributions Received

In Memory of John William Archer
Roberta Archer

In Memory of Richard Hess
M.D. Dixon

In Memory of Clifford Kuhn
Howard Miller
Rosalie Greiner

In Memory of Carl George Rizzo

David Cutigni
The final new construction of 2008 is nearing coatiph at William & Karen Day
3829 Gretna Avenue. The home is co-sponsored bysWel ITT Employees FCU
Fargo Bank and will be purchased by Ho Chi Min. Kimberly Leong
John & Carol Pratt
Family Advocates Needed Davie & Lisa Rabaduex
Dixie Rizzo

Are you a homeowner or a parent? Do you tike t
work with people and help them improve their lives?
Would you consider becoming a family advocate?

We are in need of advocates to assist our@artn |n Memory of Marian Truba
families in understanding the process of owningrthe Mark & Sid Johnson
Habitat Home. Family advocates assist the partner Mark & Christine Johnson

Chalise, Kyle & Michael Rizzo
Sylvia, Jay & Karen Rizzo

families in finding answers to questions that may Marathon Oil
arise as a first-time homeowner. They encourage, Cherie Somerville
work with, and hold them accountable until they Theresa Swygart

succeed in becoming a homeowner themselves. The  wells Fargo Bank

time commitment is usually no more than an hour or

two every couple weeks for a few months. In Honor of Sara Fortney
For more information, please call 422-4828. Juliana Schneider

Year-end Giving

Please consider a year-end gift to the ongoing
work of Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity. This
can be in the form of cash or securities, materials
for sale at the Habitat ReStore operation, or gerha
you can commit to working as a volunteer in 2009
on Habitat committees or jobsites.

Donation of appreciated stocks can be tax-
efficient and attractive to Habitat supporters ahd
great benefit to our 2009 homebuilding efforts. The
process is relatively simple and starts with a tmall
Carol Keplar, executive director of Fort Wayne
HFH. Anaccount number will be obtained and the

The Habitat Gift Wrapping booth is in service fo donor can transfer the stock to our account at A.G
Glenbrook Square shoppers weekends and Decembl?criwards & Sons. Habitat will then sell the T

22-24. Contributions are accepted for the wrapping

by Habitat volunteers in the JC Penney courtyard. securities and use the proceeds to further our

mission.



Aluminum Can Collection

August 5,587 Ibs
September 6,815 Ibs
October 5,987 bbs

Thanks to all who save and donate aluminum
cans for Habitat!

Gift Card Program
Benefits Habitat for Humanity

December 2008

We never know how God will work in our lives next!
We serve a pretty amazing God, and when we let HHim,
will use us in ways we can never imagine.

Fort Wayne has been my home since 1987; Idaise
children here and my husband, Jeff and | bothrauevied
in full-time Christian ministry helping others. Miyst
volunteer encounter with Habitat came in 2002, gvhil
working for Waterfield Mortgage Company. Beforeithe
closing in 2006, Waterfield sponsored several tdabit

You can support Fort Wayne HFH through your nomes, and we encouraged our employees to takipart
everyday purchase of groceries, gasoline, food, andthe process of building them. My volunteer experiewas
many other items and services through a populér gifvonderful and made me want to help all the morehelV

card program. A portion of each card (on average
2%) comes back to Habitat to help sustain our
homebuilding mission.

Information on participating firms as well as
instruction for ordering is available from the
MinistryHome Gift Card Center, accessed through
our website home page www.fortwaynehabitat.org

Customer Appreciation Sale
“‘Our Best Year Ever!”

December 5-6
Storewide 20% Off

1111 East Wallace Street

Open Tues-Sat 9am-4pm
Wednesdays until 6pm
Closed Dec 25-26, Jan 1

Windows, doors, lighting fixtures,
paint, tools, and hardware items.

Recently arrived: a large quantity of
closet organizers, locksets, rope,
clothesline and twine.

Waterfield closed, | began working at Tower Bani an
Trust Company, first in the mortgage departmenttaed
in the Information Technology/Compliance department
Due to a downturn in the economy, Tower downsized
several positions, including mine.

Over the past several years | have volunteered
numerous times with different nonprofit organizatol
found a deep passion for helping and encouragiogleel
decided that | wanted to find a full time positiwhere |
could use my God given talents, to help and engeura
people in need. | was hired here at Habitat asatméy
services coordinator in June. My job was to use my
mortgage background, and my encouragement anddove
helping people to bring more families into our Habi
program, then work with them throughout the entire
process of getting and owning their home.

When Don Cross retired, the board of directdisred
me the opportunity to serve as the executive direfot
the affiliate. What a blessing to still be using Gyd
given talents and love for helping people, onba imore
expanded role.

To His glory, God has a plan for each and ewvery
of us. Whether He is calling you to volunteer takvon a
build site or special event, serve on a committesk
along side someone and encourage them, donate
financially or sponsor a house, listen for His ingll His
rewards are much greater than any of us can imagine

To all of you who have helped us this yeariing of
your time, your talents, or your money, | wantitecerely
thank you. Habitat is finishing our tenth home tasr,
and we could not have done it without YOU, the veoifal
people who walk with us, who help and support us.

Many blessings to you and your families,

Executive Director
Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity



The November 15 dedication of House #123 wpyfal occasion for the Darius Razi family. Dariasd his five children came
to the United States from Congo just one monttr &fiewife passed away in the refugee camp. Nove mihe became a U.S. citi-
zen, and proudly wore his “USA” jacket to the dediion. In January, 2009, Darius’ new wife and nelywill be moving to the
U.S.tojoin them. The home, at 427 E. Mastersws, an Apostles Build, combining the efforts of Resction Lutheran Church,
Fellowship Missionary Church, Saint Joseph Uniteetivbdist Church, and First Assembly of God.

Holiday Hours

The Habitat office will close at 3pm, December 24,

and December 31, and will be closed all day
December 25-26 and January 1.

El Salvador Mission Trip

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity will be sending
a team of 30 volunteers to El Salvador, March 14th
through the 22nd, to work fulfilling the Habitat

The ReStore, will be closed December 25-26 and mission of building simple, affordable houses for

January 1. Both locations will observe regular
Friday hours January 2.

HFHI Hits the 300,000 Mark

Habitat for Humanity organizations throughout the
world celebrated as the housing ministry marked a
major milestone, Nov. 13-14, when
construction began on Habitat’s
300,000 house in Naples, Florida, and
# 300,001 in Zacapa, Guatemala.
The 300,000 house represents a
decade of major growth for Habitat for
Humanity, which was founded in 1976. In 2000,
Habitat's 100,000 house was built in New York City
and the 100,001house in Plains, Georgia. Five year
later, Habitat dedicated its 200,808ome in
Knoxville, Tennessee, and the 200,8®Gbuse in
Kanyakumari, India.
“Throughout this journey, so many lives haverbee

changed -- from the families who now live in decent

homes to the volunteers whose hard work and

compassion have helped build them,” said Jonathan

Reckford, CEO, Habitat for Humanity International.
“We realize we have so much more to do regarding
the housing problem worldwide, and we’ll continue
building upon the momentum that each of these
300,000 homes has helped generate.”

people in need. There are two spots still avadlabl
for this trip. If interested, please contact Cadfeplar
at the Habitat office, at 422-4828.

The homes we will build in El Salvador will
feature a basic 450-foot layout including two
bedrooms, living and dining areas, and either an
outdoor latrine or a bathroom if sewer services are
available. The houses are made of concrete blocks
reinforced with steel to protect against the
earthquakes that occur in the area. The houses may
be in different phases of construction, so the team
may participate in several different stages of the
process. However, most of their responsibilities w
include: carrying bricks, mixing cement, moving and
compacting dirt, laying bricks, etc. The team Wil

Sworking with the beneficiary families and with an

on-site mason who will demonstrate how the work
is done.

On average, these families consist of five
members who inhabit structures built of adobe with-
out any treatment, bahareque (interwoven cane and
mud), tin sheets, cardboard, wood and plastic. To
make matters worse, these houses do not meet mini-
mum security, hygiene and basic sanitation
requirements.

El Salvador is still in the process of rebuilgli

from Hurricane Mitch and the 2001 earthquakes.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please advise us i matching funds are available from your employer.

Privacy Policy: Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity only uses this information to communicate with its donors.
It is never released to other organizations, conpanies, or individuals.

Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity, 1111 E. Wallace St.
Washington & Hanna Streets Phone 458-8159
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Closed Dec 25-26, Jan 1 Closed Dec 25-26, Jan 1
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